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Wade was handed down. Since then, the 
very foundation of this Nation has been 
stained by the blood of almost 50 mil-
lion of our own unborn children. And 
all of them, Madam Speaker, had at 
least four things in common: they were 
just little babies who had done nothing 
wrong to anyone; each one of them died 
a nameless and a lonely death; each of 
the mothers, whether she realizes it 
immediately or not, will never be the 
same; and all the gifts that these chil-
dren might have brought to humanity 
are now lost forever. 

Yet even in the full glare of such 
tragedy, this generation clings to 
blindness and invincible ignorance 
while history repeats itself, and our 
own silent genocide mercilessly annihi-
lates the most helpless of all victims to 
date, those yet unborn. 

Madam Speaker, perhaps it is impor-
tant for those of us in this Chamber to 
remind ourselves again of why we are 
really all here. Thomas Jefferson said, 
‘‘The care of innocent human life and 
its happiness and not its destruction is 
the chief and only object of good gov-
ernment.’’ Madam Speaker, protecting 
the lives of our innocent citizens and 
their constitutional rights is why we 
are all here. It is our sworn oath. The 
phrase in the 14th amendment capsul-
izes our entire Constitution. It says, 
‘‘No State shall deprive any person of 
life, liberty or property without due 
process of law.’’ The bedrock founda-
tion of this Republic is the declaration, 
not the casual notion, but the declara-
tion of the self-evident truth that all 
human beings are created equal and en-
dowed by their Creator with certain in-
alienable rights, the right of life, lib-
erty and the pursuit of happiness. 

Every conflict or battle our Nation 
has ever faced can be traced to our 
commitment to this core self-evident 
truth. It has made us the beacon of 
hope for the entire world. It is who we 
are. And yet another day has passed, 
Madam Speaker, and we in this body 
have failed again to honor that com-
mitment. We have failed our sworn 
oath and our God-given responsibility 
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 
more unborn children who died without 
the protection that we should have 
given them. 

Perhaps tonight, Madam Speaker, 
maybe someone new who hears this 
sunset memorial will finally realize 
that abortion really does kill a baby, 
that it hurts mothers in ways that we 
can never express, and that 12,798 days 
spent killing nearly 58 million children 
in America is enough. Perhaps we will 
realize that the next time we meet that 
America is great enough to find a bet-
ter way than abortion on demand. 

And so tonight, Madam Speaker, may 
each of us remind ourselves that our 
own days in the sunshine of life are 
numbered and that all too soon each of 
us will walk from these Chambers for 
the very last time, and if it should be 
that this Congress is allowed to con-
tinue on yet another day to come, may 
that day be the one when we hear the 

cries of the unborn at last. May that be 
the day that we find the humanity, the 
courage and the will to embrace to-
gether our human and our constitu-
tional duty to protect the least of 
these, our tiny American brothers and 
sisters, from this murderous scourge in 
our Nation called abortion on demand. 

Madam Speaker, it is February 6, 
2008, 12,798 days since Roe v. Wade in 
the land of the free and the home of the 
brave. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WOOLSEY addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

HONORING FORMER FIRE CHIEF 
ED HANZEL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. SUTTON) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SUTTON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today with a deep sense of appreciation 
to pay tribute to former fire chief, Ed 
Hanzel, who passed away on December 
31, 2007 while serving as a combat fire-
fighter in Iraq. 

Ed, who devoted over 32 years of his 
life to his community as a firefighter, 
embarked on two separate tours in Iraq 
following his retirement in 2002. Re-
tirement did not suit Ed, who felt he 
could make a positive contribution in 
Iraq while continuing to provide for his 
family. 

And although Denise, his wife of 36 
years, worried for his safety, Ed was 
determined to protect our brave sol-
diers by utilizing his professional fire-
fighting skills on military bases as a 
combat firefighter. One morning, at 
the onset of his second tour, Ed in-
formed a coworker he wasn’t feeling 
well and went to rest. Later that day, 
Ed Hanzel passed away. 

Ed was a strong man. He had beaten 
cancer a few years ago. His death in 
Iraq surprised his family and friends 
who knew him for his easygoing na-
ture, his sense of humor, and his abil-
ity to light up a room with his bright 
eyes and genuine smile. After his pass-
ing, countless firefighters, emergency 
medical personnel and other safety 
forces from 11 neighboring departments 
joined together to honor Ed’s memory. 
With fire truck ladders extended to 
form an arch, an American flag was 
flown at the peak, symbolizing Ed’s de-
votion to his country. 

A medical helicopter flew low over 
the crowd, and a fire truck adorned 
with a black wreath sounded a tradi-
tional last call, concluding a ceremony 
to celebrate a former fire chief, a hum-
ble fire chief, who often appeared em-
barrassed when called ‘‘Chief.’’ 

The respect and admiration Ed 
earned as a firefighter, a paramedic 
and a SWAT medic could not have been 

more visible as his peers joined to-
gether around an empty pair of boots 
and a firefighter’s helmet to honor 
their fallen colleague. 

We will always remember Ed for his 
ever-present smile, his commitment to 
his community, his sense of humor, 
and his dedication to his family. On be-
half of the people of Ohio’s 13th Dis-
trict, I want to express my deepest 
sympathies to his wife, Denise, and 
son, Brian. We have lost a great man, 
and they have lost a great husband and 
father who gave all in service to others 
and our country. 

We grieve Ed’s passing, but we cele-
brate his life and service and we take 
solace in knowing we are better people 
for having known him. 

f 

HONORING CORPS’ ROLE IN AL-
LOWING FAMILY OF FALLEN MA-
RINE TO ADOPT SON’S K–9 PART-
NER, LEX 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, on December 21, 2007, 
I had the privilege and honor to visit 
Marine Corps Base Albany, Georgia to 
witness firsthand the compassion of 
the United States Marine Corps. 

I am extremely grateful to the 
United States Air Force for making it 
possible for me to take part in a visit 
that was so special, I can hardly de-
scribe it in words. On that day, the Je-
rome Lee family of Quitman, Mis-
sissippi, was able to adopt their son’s 
canine partner, Lex, who was released 
from his duty as a military working 
dog. 

Jerome and Rachel Lee’s son, Cor-
poral Dustin Jerome Lee, was a United 
States Marine Corps dog handler who 
was killed in action on March 21, 2007, 
in Fallujah, Iraq. Corporal Lee and his 
canine partner Lex, a 7-year-old Ger-
man shepherd, were a highly trained 
explosive detection team. Lex, who was 
due for retirement after his combat 
tour in Iraq, suffered shrapnel wounds 
from the same enemy-fired rocket-pro-
pelled grenade that took Corporal Lee’s 
life. 

Following Corporal Lee’s death, the 
Lee family began seeking to adopt 
their son’s canine companion who was 
with their son during his last moments 
on Earth. However, after filing the nec-
essary paperwork, the Lee family was 
told that Lex had been medically eval-
uated and, although injured, he was fit 
for duty and not yet eligible for adop-
tion. 

After learning their story, I spoke 
with Corporal Lee’s father, Jerome 
Lee, by phone on several occasions. Mr. 
Lee continued to express the joy and 
comfort that caring for Lex would 
bring to him and his family, and he re-
quested my assistance in securing their 
adoption of Lex. 

I am so grateful to the United States 
Marine Corps and Commandant James 
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Conway for helping me ensure that the 
Lee family’s request was granted. I am 
also very grateful to Brigadier General 
Michael Regner and Major General 
Robert Dickerson for their role in ena-
bling this adoption to proceed. I know 
that Dustin is in heaven, and happy 
that his family now has Lex. Allowing 
the Lee family to adopt Lex was a fit-
ting thank you to parents who gave the 
ultimate gift of their son for this coun-
try. 

The United States Marine Corps has 
demonstrated its tremendous compas-
sion and understanding by making this 
adoption a reality for the parents of 
one of our Nation’s fallen heroes. Again 
I extend my deep condolences to Mr. 
and Mrs. Lee, as well as all those in 
this country who have lost a loved one 
fighting in Iraq or Afghanistan. 

Although Lex will never replace their 
son, welcoming Lex into the Lee fam-
ily and home will keep a big part of 
Corporal Lee’s life alive for their fam-
ily. Lex loved and protected Corporal 
Lee on the battlefield, and Corporal 
Lee’s family is now able to love and 
protect Lex in the peaceful sur-
roundings of their home in Mississippi. 

May God bless the United States Ma-
rine Corps and all of our men and 
women in uniform, and may God con-
tinue to bless America. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

b 1930 

EDWARD W. BROOKE III, UNITED 
STATES SENATOR, RETIRED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I 
come to the floor for a special purpose 
this evening, a purpose that I think 
every Member of this House would 
want to join in during Black History 
Month. It is a rare bipartisan oppor-
tunity to honor a man whom I think 
Democrats and Republicans alike are 
equally proud of. He is a lifelong Re-
publican, and yet, I, a lifelong Demo-
crat, have come to ask Members to 
sign on to H.R. 1000, a bill to honor the 
first African American popularly elect-
ed to serve in the Senate of the United 
States. You heard me. He was not a 
Democrat, he was a Republican, and 

his name is Edward W. Brooke III, 
United States Senator from Massachu-
setts, 1967 to 1979. 

I come during Black History Month 
because I think it would be a wonderful 
opportunity for the House on both sides 
of the aisle to do something together 
that both wanted to do, instead of sim-
ply talking about Black History Month 
in the abstract, doing something for a 
former Member of the United States 
Congress who indeed was African 
American. His service was of such qual-
ity that the President of the United 
States, several years ago, already 
awarded former Senator Brooke the 
highest national medal that our gov-
ernment can offer, the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom. But the highest 
medal we can offer is the Congressional 
Gold Medal. The Senate, where Senator 
Brooke served, has already unani-
mously passed this resolution. This is a 
special time, I think, that the House 
would want to follow suit. 

I want to note, Madam Speaker, just 
how broad range was the support in the 
Senate. When you have Senator HARRY 
REID and MITCH MCCONNELL on the 
same bill to honor this former Senator, 
I think it says it all. When you have 
Senators ranging from Senator ED-
WARD KENNEDY to Senator TED STE-
VENS, I think that is the very defini-
tion of a bipartisan bill, and they were 
among the cosponsors. 

Why did they do this? Why has Sen-
ator Brooke already gotten the highest 
medal that the President of the United 
States can offer? It is because of his 
distinguished career in the Senate; it is 
because he did a breakthrough at the 
time that breakthroughs were not even 
done; and it is because of his service in 
other ways. 

He received the Bronze Star, the Dis-
tinguished Service Award, and the 
Grand Cross of the Order of Merit from 
the Italian Government for his leader-
ship during 195 days in combat in Italy 
as a captain in World War II in the seg-
regated 366th Combat Infantry Regi-
ment. That, Madam Speaker, is the 
very definition of a patriot. 

I, of course, know about Senator 
Brooke. This is perhaps somewhat per-
sonal to me, because he was born and 
raised in the District of Columbia. 
Mind you, his greatest service did not 
occur in this city as a native Washing-
tonian, but only in this city after he 
was elected to the Senate. 

He was born and raised in segregated 
Washington, DC. The city was as seg-
regated as any southern city then, in-
cluding its public schools, the very 
public school from which I graduated 
as well, Dunbar High School. He was 
educated at Howard University and 
then went to Howard Law School, and 
hadn’t left the District of Columbia 
until he went to serve in the Armed 
Forces of the United States. 

Then somehow he realized there were 
greener pastures than his own home-
town, and he went to Massachusetts to 
set up the practice of law and got the 
idea in his head that in a State with al-

most no African Americans, with al-
most no Democrats, he could get to be, 
first, the first black Attorney General 
in the United States, and then the first 
Senator elected by popular vote to the 
United States Senate. 

We all know that it is very difficult 
for an African American or a person of 
any minority to be elected statewide. 
When this happened in the mid-sixties, 
I think we stand in awe of what kind of 
man it must have taken to have ef-
fected this change then. 

So I ask Members if they will, before 
this month is over, and there are other 
Members trying to help me do so, join 
most of the Members of the House who 
have already signed on to H.R. 1000 to 
award the Congressional Gold Medal. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

TIME TO WAKE UP ON THE 
BUDGET 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, this 
week, ExxonMobil reported it beat its 
own record for the highest annual prof-
its ever recorded by any company with 
its net income rising to $40.6 billion in 
2007, the highest record profits of any 
company in American history. Those 
profits are due to the surging oil and 
gasoline prices that we are all paying. 
Meanwhile, here in Washington, the es-
tablishment sits around the table in 
anticipation of the President’s budget 
proposal. Lobbyists, advocates, law-
makers, and agency heads wait in an-
ticipation. 

This year it seems that the President 
has outdone himself by pushing up our 
national debt to $9.2 trillion, nearly $10 
trillion. When President Bush took of-
fice, gasoline cost $1.45 a gallon. When 
he took office, gasoline cost $1.45 and 
we were showing surpluses after the 
discipline we had exacted here during 
the 1990s, surpluses in our budget of 
$5.6 trillion. Now gasoline regularly 
rises above $3 a gallon and the annual 
budget is in the red, his latest budget 
as submitted by over $407 billion, and 
you know it is going to rise to over 
half a trillion dollars with the war 
costs. 

What a story. While the Nation goes 
deeper into the red with higher gas 
prices and bigger deficits, oil compa-
nies are making out like bandits. Com-
pare a $407 billion budget deficit for our 
country with $40.6 billion in exorbitant 
profits taken in by ExxonMobil in 2007. 
ExxonMobil posted the largest profit in 
U.S. history, sucking those dollars 
from our people. 
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